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A Note From Mrs. Layner 

Now that the school year is well under way, students have begun settling into their routines 

and are laying the groundwork for a successful school year. All students have already 

participated in STAR testing to achieve baseline results of how they are performing 

academically. Without a doubt, quality instruction is the number one predictor of student 

success, so our teachers are continuing to challenge our students to reach beyond their 

expectations of themselves. As we all prepare for this year’s variety of instruments that 

measure student progress, please know that we hope to build a partnership with our families so 

that all students are supported at school and home. 

Our main priority is keeping students safe, while maintaining quality instruction. In that vein, 

we ask that all students attend school as P.R.O.’s (Prepared, Respectful, On-Time). For minor 

offenses, teachers and staff members are utilizing Stallion Cards to track behavior and provide 

students an opportunity to rectify their behavior. For major or more serious offenses, students 

may receive a disciplinary referral and parents will be notified. 

Our first School Advisory Council/PTO meeting will took place on August 30th. Future meetings 

will take place 8:30am in our school’s Media Center; see the dates next to this note. Middle 

school can be a challenging time for our 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students, but it’s also important 

that we support our parents through this transition in their student’s lives. If you have a topic 

you’d like added to the SAC/PTO agenda, you can always email me at least one week in advance 

of the meeting. 

Throughout this year, I encourage all parents to challenge their students at home by holding 

them accountable for their responsibilities, both personal and academic. It is deeply 

appreciated by all of us who are fortunate to educate your children on a daily basis. Making 

sure middle school students get the proper amount of sleep, eat well, and manage their time 

wisely are tasks that parents and guardians can do in order for their students to come to school 

on time and ready to learn. 

Parents and families, we deeply appreciate your continued support. We look forward to a 

continued home-to-school relationship. Please don’t hesitate to seek us out with questions and 
concerns. 

Principal Layner 



The 2019 BSMCA Yearbooks 
are now on sale.  Purchase 
your book at lunch. Yerbooks 
are $25 after October 4th.

Want to celebrate your child Want to celebrate your child 
with an advertisment in the 
yearbook?  Contact Mrs. Mell 

for details.
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Aendance Maers
Why is attendance so important?

Attending school every day is one of the strongest Attending school every day is one of the strongest 
ways you can help your student succeed in school. 
The correlations between attendance and several 
key factors, including high school graduation rate, 
are undeniable. For instance, did you know that for 
every 5 days of school a student misses, their chance 
of graduating high school drops by 25 percent? 
Even missing just two days of school per month Even missing just two days of school per month 
significantly lowers a student’s chance of finishing 
high school.

A reason that attendance becomes even more 
important in middle school is a student’s block 
schedule. For every day a student misses, they miss 5 
class period. That means a student who misses 10 
days of school in a school year has missed 50 classes. 
Think of how much information is lost in all of those 
classes!

At BSMCA, we want your student to reach his or her At BSMCA, we want your student to reach his or her 
highest potential - that includes preparing them for 
high school and beyond. That’s why we hold our 
students to a high standard with attendance. We 
know that being here today is the best way to get 
them wherever they want to be in the future.   

Tip: Have your student show you their attendance Tip: Have your student show you their attendance 
on FOCUS at least once per week. Every student at 
BSMCA knows how to use FOCUS and can show 
you this information on their Chromebook. If you 
have questions, call Mr. Milford, the School Social 
Worker, at 239-771-4677.



NJHS
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Clubs

Before your child can begin the 7th grade he/she 
must have documentation of having received the 
following immunizations: TDaP booster (Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, pertussis) after the age of 7.

We encourage all parents to have their child seen We encourage all parents to have their child seen 
by a private physician or health care provider in 
the community prior to the busy summer season to 
receive the required immunizations.  Private 
physicians and clinics charge according to their 
established fees.  Vaccines required for children are 
available free of charge from all Lee Health 
Department facilities.  Remember you must bring Department facilities.  Remember you must bring 
your child’s immunization records with you to help 
determine what immunizations are required and 
to provide the information necessary to fill out the 
Florida Certificate of Immunization Form DH-680.



Stallion News
Out of Field Teachers

In accordance with Florida State In accordance with Florida State 
board Rules, the following teachers 
are highly qualified but are teaching 
out of field or are working to meet 
ESOL requirements, gifted 
requirements, or reading 
requirements.

The following teachers are out of The following teachers are out of 
field in Reading Endorsement:  
Kristin Verhaagh, 
Karen Leskin, 
Jennifer Johnson

The following teachers are out of 
field in Gifted Endorsement: 
Katelyn MoranKatelyn Moran

The following teachers are out of 
field in ESOL Endorsment: 
Kristin Verhaagh, 
David Schultz, 
Kristin Schon, 
Katelyn Moran, 
Jennifer Johnson, Jennifer Johnson, 
Linda Farmer, 
Nicole Carney

October 1, 2019

Counselors Corner
Just a couple of things from your School Counselors: Mrs. 
Colon and Mrs. Calabrese

What does Middle School Credits mean?
This means that you must have a D (60 or higher) every 
quarter to earn a credit and move on to the next grade. 
YOU must pass all of your classes!

1st Quarter ends 10-11-191st Quarter ends 10-11-19
2nd Quarter begins 10-15-19 and ends on 12-20-19

6th GRADERS:
Welcome to our school! We have a lot going on at our 
school. Pay close attention to the morning and afternoon 
news.

7th GRADERS:
If you scored a 362 or higher (FSA level 5) in either reading If you scored a 362 or higher (FSA level 5) in either reading 
or math You should have received information about DUKE 
University’s (TIP) Talented and Identification Program, and 
how you can take the SAT or ACT as a 7th grader. There are 
deadlines for registration. Please make sure to read the 
information given.

8th GRADERS
This is an important year for you. It will go by quickly so This is an important year for you. It will go by quickly so 
stay alert, focused and continue to do well. High School is 
just around the corner. Please make sure to check with the 
district’s website to confirm the dates and times of the 
HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSES!!!!  
https://www.leeschools.net/calendars/open_houses or please 
visit the high school’s website for more information on what 
they offerthey offer

And remember…….to….THINK….
T-is it true? H-Is it helpful? I-Is it inspiring? N-is it 
Necessary? K-Is it kind?
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